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produced  with  praise   and   taken   seriously
Vienna!

Major Barbara

Also   in   1905   was   written   and   produced
another of the abler and more distinctive plays r
"Major Barbara," which had its first night   at
The Court Theatre, London, November 28.    Fox*
some years it was not ranked among the prac-
tically successful dramas of Shaw, but the first
American production of the play by Miss Graoo
George at The Playhouse, New York, during the
season of 1915-6, justifies the opinion that it will
eventually take its place with real stage favor-
ites, as it certainly will as a brilliant example of
the Shavian style, skill, and interpretation. ' Its
failure to make an immediate strong appeal cixn
be explained.    The play has been called ** a dis-
cussion in three acts," and this criticism gives**
the reason.    In a later chapter I take up tlxo
general question of the place of dialogue dram a* 9
and its legitimacy; let it suffice here to say thaut
in " Major Barbara " plot is not the main thing**
idea being  paramount,  and  characters   as   ex-
pository of idea, j If the play be static, it ia soas been.piritual conception of so-
